Cross Sumher

DEAS ¢ STYLE INSPIRATION

- FESTIVE
MAKES

ﬁ‘ Start stitching your first
= % Christmas cards today!



Your Christmas stitching starts here!
Choose one of our three festive charts
to make a cosy cottage decoration
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Designed by: Maria Diaz Max. stitch count: 33 highx38 wide
Max. design size: 6x7cm (24x2%in) Stitch time: 2 hours each
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DMC Anchor Madeira
Cross stitch in two strands
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Welcome

The stitcher’s favourite season...

OCTOBER IS ONE of our favourite
months. With Bonfire Nightjustaround
the corner, close on the heels of
Halloween, the airis full of aromatic
smells; from pumpkin carving, tojam
makingand baking. The weather can be
unpredictable butany extra time spent
indoorsisabonus forstitchers, asitjust
means more time for WIPs!

This month wereflect the seasonin
our selection of projects, with our cute
woodland animals, a folksy apple tree
and colourful Halloween cake toppers, tonamejusta
few. However, the main focus of this issue has tobe our
festive projects,and boy do we have lots to get you
stitching, from our stunning cutlery placemat to our
iconic Morris Minor carrying the Christmas tree home.

We mustalso share with youalittle gem from our
own family life. Recently our youngestlosta tooth,and
due tousworkinglate, the tooth fairydidn’t come,and
the tooth remained beside her bed. Then shelosta

second tooth and wasvery upsetwith the fairy.
We had abrainwave,and loaned her the tooth fairy
cushion from thisissue. The next night the fairy did
come, leaving her two shiny 50p coins. Unfortunately
in the dark, the fairy only took one tooth,and so our
daughter simply placed the cushion beside her bed
for the fairy tovisita second time! This projectisa
real memory maker, so if you have children or
grandchildren, do take time tostitchiit.
Enjoy this wonderful stitching season.
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Snowstylish! SUSAN & MARTIN PENNY
. EDITORS
Don’t miss our snow X
lobe picture next Follow us online! P
,g obe pl facebook.com/CrossStitcherMag =ik
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Write to the editorial department at: CrossStitcherMagazine, PO Box 172, Northam, EX39 9DY
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OUR CHARTS

Dear Tooth Fairy... Stitch our sweet pocket
pillow to keep a lost tooth safe for a little one

Take Your Pick Celebrate the fruits of the season
with our folk-art style apple tree picture

Shades Of Autumn Give a garment or gift that special
stitcher’s touch with our clever covered buttons

Ship Ahoy A nautical classic for your home

Forest Friends Use our adorable woodland
animals to make the cutest mobile decorations

Signed, Sealed, Delivered Pretty letter needlecase

Christmas Classic Add a touch of nostalgia to your
festive decs with our merry Morris Minor picture

Snuggle Up... Pick our penguin pair for your sofa
Such An Angel Sweet Christmas card idea
Seasonal Settings Classic Christmas cutlery motifs

Letlt Snow Shake things up this Christmas with
our set of sweet snow globe jar cards

Fright Night Get stitching for Halloween with our
chilling chart collection — perfect for parties and more!

EXTRAS

83

20

Backissues Missed anissue? Here’s how
you can getyour hands onit

Puzzles Fillin our crossword for the chance
to win some fantastic Madeira prizes




EVERY ISSUE

Out there Discover all the latest
stitching products and craft trends

Inside the mind of Mr X Stitch
Letters Show off what you’ve stitched
We interview Colleen Carrington

Subscribe to CrossStitcher
and save on the shop price!

Market place Ourreader ads page where
you can buy, lend and sell items

Next month in CrossStitcher
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= Try something new every issue
73 Addlacylooks
Getthat luxurious lacy look
using our expert’s cleverideas
and advice with three pretty
projects to try your hand at.

STITCHER
LACY LOOKS
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* Zweigart 28 count Brittney navy
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evenweave, ref: 3270/589,

18x18cm (7X7in) for the pocket
0 urs ‘60 * Stranded cotton aslisted in the key
‘(:x\V‘C O'A (44 i * Size 26 tapestry needle
x\ %ke ia!ﬂf‘ 1~ * Toy stuffing
m 0“{(/ * Fabric forthe Pillow, two pieces
- 255x30.5cm (10x12in)

For stockist details see page 84
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Make a childhood milestone extra magical! Stitch our pocket
pillow to hold a baby tooth safe for the tooth fairy’s next visit
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Step 1

TURN over top edge of stitched fabric
twice to wrong side. Press, then machine
stitch or catch stitch the turning in place.

TURN TO Step 2
PAGE 50 FOLD under bottom and sides of

POCKET CUSHION il P TTeSs:

PROJECT! Step 3

PLACE stitched pocket face out in centre of
cushion front fabric. Machine stitch round
three sides, leaving the top open. Place
pillow front and back together, right sides
facing, and machine stitch around edge,
leaving a gap for turning. Turn and fill with
toy stuffing. Sew up gap with neat stitches.

CrossStitcher :
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Outthere

Outtnere

Every month we showcase the latest high street trends, new ideas
and inspiring personalities for today’s stylish cross stitcher

Harvest &
festival =

- e
Autumn’s such a magical time of :»:-:3
year. Christmas is just around the .
corner, Halloween’s nearly here o
-but right now we’re dreaming o .
of cosy country cottages (like our A

festive houses on page 2) and all
the lovely fruits and colours of
autumn (see our folk art apple tree
= picture on page 16). We’re also
s loving this owl kit from DMC - New
. Dawn (BK1468). Each kit measures
20x20cm (8x12in) and is worked on
: 14 count aida, so it’s perfect to
& » stitch as the nights draw in.
e - www.dmccreative.co.uk
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WHAT COULD be spookier than giant spiders at
Halloween? This scary silhouette kit from Lizzy & Izzy is
sure to create some spine-tingling shivers. The kit also
comes with designs for the words ‘Boo’ and ‘Eek’. Turn
to page 68 for our terrifying Trick or Treat motifs!
www.etsy.com/shop/Lizzyandlzzy

INTO THE WOODS

THIS MONTH the countryside is rapidly changing colour. The remaining bright ;;} o L
hues of late summer have turned into the lovely browns and golds of autumn. _i. ~ L e r N }5.’
Fox and deer break cover in their hunt for food, as the landscape shuts down for W R “:l Yj ] / ol
winter. This Autumn Woodland scene by Eva Rosenstand can be found in the i ;_-. ‘; < ( -~ ,f' 1 q,:ﬁ
October issue of our sister magazine Cross Stitch Collection, out now. f e d r( we? a5 4 ‘
N Lo SN
N = bl A
Feeling foxy N
. ) ly
How adorable is this little - o

fox gifttag? Stamped by
hand, it’s the perfect
accompanimentto our
foxymake on page 30 and
a super-cute finishing
touch forany handmade
present. www.etsy.com/
shop/SammysCraftShop

Home sweet home &

WE’RE BIG fans of maker Stephanie
Cole and this sweet design is the
perfect birthday card for a special
stitchy friend. Featuring a retro
sewing machine, it's designed and
printed by hand on recycled card and
comes with a recycled kraft-coloured
envelope. Look closely and you'll see
that nature-lover Stephanie has
included a few flower details too.
www.stephaniecole.co.uk
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HAVE WE mentioned our love of
cosy cottages this month? These
cute heat pads are the ideal
accessory for any kitchen —
wherever you live. Just the thing
for getting hot pans out of the
oven — we think they look sweet
hanging in a row on your wall.
Don’t forget to make our

little house decoration on
page 2, too!
www.tigerstores.co.uk




WE’RE ALWAYS |ooking for ways to
keep our crafty bits tidy and these tins are
the perfect size for looking after buttons,
beads, threads and even needles and
pins. They are also handily magnetic,
giving you more options for where to stick
them. We think they’d be ideal for
keeping Trick or Treaters’ sweets in too!
https://folksy.com/shops/TheTinMan

NOTHING’S AS cute as a little penguin!
Pppick up one of these finds or make your
own perfect pair to cuddle on page 50.

Vot }

ConaKonstlle T
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FOR A WONDERUL book to have on your
shelves as we approach Christmas, try
Sew Scandinavian by Kajsa Kinsella.
Packed with hand-stitched projects
inspired by her Swedish childhood, Kajsa
uses Swedish values, memories and
traditions to create extremely elegant

projects. You will find some lovely Thislittle chapjustcan’twaitforit
seasonal crafting ideas, such as a Forest tosnow!He’sthe perfectchoice
. . . foratreewithhomespunstyle.
Friends Ch.nstm‘ias stockln.g anda e
stunning winter mobile.
www.amazon.co.uk
Wethinkthis
lovelytote’sjust
: ; v i 5 i g L s % § G i o rightfor Christmas
.!_' ,'.-.‘, .‘..' :.-_.I .‘..' .'.-\'I -:.' .'.-“I -:.' II.-_II .‘I.' I -:.' I -:.' ITII I -T.' shopping—we
et e et R e faast et aaet el aaet et lovethe penguin’s
festiveknit!

https./folksy.com/
shops/minifelts

Apples aren’t just for teacher! Stitch our folk
apple tree on page 16 or pick these Etsy finds.

Makeyourvery own penguin petwith this

: oh-so-cutefettiekitfrom Threadifollower.
: http:/threadfollowercom

Make everydinnerafruityfeastwith | Useupscrapswith Retromama’s : Trysome Scandistyle with this
thislovely apple-printtablecloth. : sweetapple pincushion project. : burlap needlepoint cushionkit. !
Dreamzz also make napkins, :+ There’sanother pattern size for ' Made using chunky half crossstitch,
runnersandcurtainsinthisfabric. | makinganornamentifyouprefer. ! it'salsoavailablejustasachart.

CrossStitcher : 13
OCTOBER 2015



Photograph: Cat Lane
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CRAFTY THOUGHTS

L':;O}ll Zﬁ‘ﬁﬁ the backsHitch!

Backstitchs are
or aAAn ugn 55{
f{ects 4o y work

D

Find me online:

www.mrxstitch.com
www.facebook.com/MrXStitch
www.twitter.com/MrXStitch

CrossStitcher .+
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couple of monthsagoldida
presentation and workshop at
Sew Sociable, a great stitch-based
monthly get-togetherin
Leicester. (Find them on Facebook to
getinvolved!) It was the usual
combination of my ‘View from the
Cutting (& Stitching) Edge’
presentation, which isa dazzling
showcase of fantastic embroidery
from around the world, and then a fast
and furious cross stitch workshop.
Atthe end of the session,a young
lady called Lucy Hayward presented
me with a cross stitched card featuring
one of her designs, a stag. It’sa good
design, but the thing that struck me
aboutitwas how cleverly Lucy had

design is going to crisp up and come
to life when the single or double
threaded little lines are added. When
you're using characterful designs, like
the ones thatare often featured in this
fine magazine, it really brings the
images tolife.

I try to get my backstitches tositina
specific way, making sure that the
stitches lie on each otherinaslightly
diagonal position (see diagram A,
bottom left) rather than stitching
them any old how (B), as it gives the
illusion ofa straighter line. I'm pretty
sure that'’s the bestway to do it, but 'm
always open to correction.

I've played with backstitch a bitin
my designs, particularly usingit to

[t's that more thoughtful
application of backstitch that
really makes the difference

Itgotme thinking. ..

Backstitch is the common partner
for cross stitch, being used to provide
outline and detail to the otherwise
pixelated format that we're familiar
with.Ifind that designers often
overlook the power of backstitch to
finish off the design.It’s easy fora
designer to use backstitch to outline a
piece, but it’s that more thoughtful
application of backstitch thatreally
makes the difference.

Idon’tknow aboutyou, butIlike
the anticipation of backstitch. Getting
all the Xssstitched, knowing that the

create 3D effects,and I think that
there’s a ton more space to play with
these little stitches. 'm contemplating
using them to create texture and
contraston top of existing cross
stitches, not sticking to just outlines,
butaddinglayers to the work, almost
like the trash polka tattoo style.

Whatare your feelings on
backstitch? Who are your favourite
designers that make great use of the
stitch that goes backwards? Are there
any techniques you use thatIshould
be payingattention to? Getin touch
with the magand let me know!

Until next time, happy stitching!
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Every month the Digital SLR Photography team shows you the
best tips, tricks and shortcuts to taking better pictures. With photo
2. projects for all levels, and a dedicated digital editing section,
M it's the essential magazine every amateur photographer needs.

Subscribe today and get 5 issues for £5.

Visit dennismags.co.uk/dslr
QUOTE OFFER CODE G1510PXS.
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Celebrate the season with a design
that’s ripe and ready for stitching. Our
folksy apple tree picture is pip perfect!

CrossStitcher : 17
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TAKE YOUR PICK

1

R S O O D S r O r O D D 0
Designed by: Lucie Heaton
Stitch count: 122 high x 115 wide
Design size: 22x21cm (8%x8%in)
Stitch time: 28 hours

This design was stitched on 28 count
evenweave over two threads of the fabric.
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DMC Anchor Madeira
Cross stitch in two strands

- [&14] 347 1025 407
- xIx| 646 8581 181

648 900 1814
- [®I% 702 239 1306
704 256 1308
712 926 2101
- [xIx] 3705 035 410

i [~I~] 3819 278 2703
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* Zweigart 28 count Brittn
white, ref 3270100, 33x33cm (13x13i

* Stranded cotton as listed in the .

* Size 26 tapestry needje

* White backing fabric, 3

* 25cm (10in)

For stockist

€y evenweave in
key
3x33cm (13x13in)

wooden embroidery hoop
details see page 84
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CROSS STITCH

Collection

“‘Uhe mest beautiful cross stitch designs

T

AT Y p'. § o AR e &=
v B . et o e N " R
\l ¥ SN \ RS _.‘. 3 iy

.......
TR

of inspirational cross stitch

If you love stitching fabulous flowers and beautiful scenes, you'll find plenty
of designs to tempt you every month in Cross Stitch Collection magazine

Subscribe today at dennismags.co.uk/crossstitchcollection
or call 0844 826 5018"

*Calls will cost 7p per minute plus your telephone company’s access charge
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SHADES OF AUTUMN
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Designed by: Maria Diaz : DMC Anchor Madeira
Max. stitch count: 13 highx13 wide gl Cross stitch in two strands

Max. design size: 2.5x2.5cm (1x1in)
Stitch time: 1hour each

470 267 1502
640 903 1905
676 891 2208
712 926 2101
729 890 2209
921 884 311
922 1003 310

|1 3787 273 1810

These designs were stitched on 28 count
evenweave over two threads of the fabric.
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Mtminl

putton

SiHIBIRIR(=

each 3 S
Fozrwe'\gartZS countBr\ttneyO/264 E@ 3819 278 2703
Ax4in) St :
10400 & onas ted inthe ke - [—J 3787 273 1810

n
o Stranded cotto all outlines

. estry need\e :
. Size 26 ta\\:; vered button il French knots in one strand
« 30mm S ’

: i ge84 :
For stockist details see pa : | ® | 3787 273 1810

hedgehog face
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Makea...
covered button

Step 1

USE the template provided with
your self-covered button packaging
to cut your fabric into a circle, with
your stitching in the middle.
Alternatively, you can simply cut
your fabric into a 4cm circle.

Step 2

CHOOSE cither metal or white
plastic self-covered buttons, it’s up
to you. Pull your fabric around the
button front as tight as you can.

If you like, use a small piece of
double-sided tape to help you
hold your fabric in place.

Step 3

USE your fingernail to tighten and
smooth any lumpy areas around the
perimeter of your button. Once
you’re happy with it, pop the
backing into place.

Fop & safety pin

wto the button

chank 4o turn 1
ko & BM@J

CrossStitcher 23
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SHIP AHOY
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Set sail for some classic stitching

with our magnificent maritime design
in vintage blue and white colours
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Designed by: Durene Jones
Stitch count: 115 high x 114 wide
Design size: 21x21cm (8'4x8%in)

Stitch time: 30 hours

This design was stitched on 28 count
evenweave over two threads of the fabric.
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SHIP AHOY

DMC Anchor Madeira
| |
- ®I® 824 143 1010

xIx] 26 161 1012
3325 129 1002

Backstitch in two strands

i —l 824 143 1010

all details

Meoviods

. Zweigart 28 count Brittney evenweave,

i -3270/100, 33x33cm (13x13in) - - (/"\ 0‘6
. V\;Ivr;:tee Le;.cl?:izng fabric, 33x33cm (13x13in) -'Pa' (h % our \\00 r (A§ [V\é 2 Mo ‘(: r ‘e
. Stranded cotton as listed in the key 4 i Q]OK ra’.[ W(:. 74”)[\( ‘(:Wo ok g
. Size 26 tapestry needle . 0 : ‘éke koo o
. 25cm (10in) wooden embroidery hoop ‘(:o ‘u\e . u‘(:ev‘ qeo‘e ™ 04 K
For stockist details see page 84 ‘( |

7 4hen allow 4o dry Jc‘nowougk

Houw to... frame your work in a hoop

TRIM your stitching and a fabric piece TURN your stitching to the reverse and USE a glue gun or double-sided tape to
into a circle slightly larger than your cut a piece of felt to fit the inside the begin attaching the first layer of fabric,
hoop. Place the inside hoop beneath the inner circle. Place the felt inside the pulling taut as you go. Repeat for the

two pieces and the outer hoop on top. hoop. You can use a bit of PVA glue to second layer. Cut a second felt circle to fit
Centre and press over your work. Pull keep itin place. The felt will keep your over the back of your hoop and secure in
taut and tighten the screw. . work nice and fresh. : place to finish.

2 S
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Drop us a line to pin your projects into our album!
Email your photos to cr titcher nni k or write
to us at CrossStitcher, PO Box 172, Northam, EX39 9DY

, Yourdrmiehing

The ouere Kit with 19sue 295 wos & must
—moke Jor me. [ made o honging ormmen’c'
wikh th, then threod 1t «(:kwaugk the cord!

Barbare W\o(/aule*(, 'AMJcmlm

[ made the Jree swallow brooch kit Gisue
272) into an ornament and odded 4 bepd 4o

the ege. m very r(ca{ed with the pegult!
Pamelp Rpe Torssiewicz, YSA

The Jree biccutt cosster kit Jrom 1ssue 293

r‘( {imes ot

back memories og v
Brouy\‘é ey rkt best treat!

birthdey perties; they were 4
Sandre Sf’mk, Hertfordshire

[ made this from 1s5ue 179 o a;‘lﬁjor my
coustn. | added an anchor and coral 4o go

with the szA'mg'c nautical theme and colour!
Louren chCvon‘lga(, 5( emai

5-%-5
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|
I |
eaf cakel| www

| 9
@ @' \\l @Q
L

For the opentng of w wiece's coke bou&‘lq{uc

| g4itched an 'm(a‘( dor o 4roy Jor her <kor
us potterns drom CrossStttcher.
Slu'l\jwm, Netherlands

us1 g verto
Annemarie

[ made this cute [ibtle card Q’rom issue (92)
40»“ my doctor, 4o thank L\w{{or her
L’lhdue« 4o me reun{(r.
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If you go down to the woods today...
Stitch our adorable animals as a cute
mobile or individual hanging decorations

e
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Designed by: Lucie Heaton =
Mazx. stitch count: 36 high x34 wide | 2

Max. design size: 6.5x6.5cm (2/4x2Yin)
Stitch time: 6 hours each
(frontand back)

These designs were stitched on 28 count
evenweave over two threads of the fabric.

e

R STy

DMC Anchor Madeira H
Cross stitch in two strands
318 399 1802
414 235 1801 |
45 398 1803
437 362 2012 (2)
722 323 307
725 306 808
738 361 2013
754 336 305 |
©[9] 048 101 306 |
3022 8581 1903 |
[2[2] 3032 903 2002 |

- 44 3799 236 13 ﬂ@, : g

] 3856 368 2309(2) | e

i i I . —
[0]o] blanc 001 white count Brittney whie

: evenweave, ref: 3270/100; two

Backstitch in one strand 10x1.5cm (4x4%5in) pj
; ; : 2in) pieces for each ani
-} H animal

* Strand : S
E 3799 236 1713 = ed cotton as isted in the key
all details : 28 26 tapestry needle

_______ el ie retred * Toy stuffing

* Ribbon or String for hanging
For stockist details see Page 84
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(2) indicates more than one skein is required
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FOREST FRIENDS

Makea...
cute mobile

Step 1

STITCH a front and back for each
animal. Place the two parts right
sides together, matching the
stitched outlines. It will help if you
hold the stitching up to a window
and then use pins to secure the
front and back together.

Step 2

USE a sewing machine to stitch the
rough shape of the animal, 1cm (3&in)
outside the outer edge of the design,
and leaving the bottom open.

Step 3

TRIM off some of the seam
allowance and then turn the animal

through to the right side.
N Step 4
TN THREAD a needle with a length of
81 \ ribbon and make a large stitch at the

v P ee top of the animal for the hanger. Tie a
RS knotinthe ends.

Step 5

FILL each animal with toy stuffing
through the gap left at the bottom,
and then fold in the fabric and close
the gap with small neat stitches.

OCTOBER 2015
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{1 Colleen'snewbook i
' featuresnolessthan

i 15chartsof Benedict! | - i =

Above: Colleenworks on her designs fromhome.

Below: Theweatheris afavourite source of inspiration.

An interview with...

Colleen

We caught up with the author of Benedict Cumberstitch to find
out how her mission to put Sherlock into cross stitch came about

Itwas completely out of the blue. One
Monday morningl opened my
emails and there was one from Kyle
Books editor, Tara O’Sullivan, saying,
“I've gotan idea forabook.” She'd
seen a blog postI'd written about my
love for Benedict Cumberbatch. We
met up the same week, discussed

CrassStitcher

OCTOBER 2015

Interview by Katie Allen

designs and Idropped everything
and went for it.

I've always liked cross stitch, it’s
always been a hobby-it’sonlyin the
last fewyears thatI've thought there
was somethingin it. When ['was
abouteightIbecame obsessed with
the Country Companions patterns-

Sherlockfanswill love
bringingtheir sleuthing
herotolifeinstitches.

[thinkIdid every single one. By the
time I was a teenager I was making
up my own patterns based on the
house, the shed, my family, the cat...
Inearly studied architecture-it
lends itselfto the precise ‘pixely’,
chartynature of cross stitch.

Cross stitch was a background hobby
for me, fitted around myworkina
supermarket.I was designing
patterns for friends and then began
selling my own cross stitch kits and
patterns online.l opened the Etsy
store in October2012and exactlya
year later Iwent for it. Quitting my
other job was the best decision of my
life.In the last18 monthsI've had
about1,000 sales. Now I do what
[love, all day every day.

My style is very much about
British culture-my new rangesare




Biccies have never been so beautiful!
Colleen’s latestdesign comes as akit.

| love Benedict's charisma and
personality... | studied his face a lot — you
have to get those cheekbones right

inspired by weather and biscuits,
whichisall you need to know. Lots of
modern colours and outlines.

Yes, that’s what's so exciting about
cross stitch. All the pop culture and
modern designs. Cross stitchingis
definitely cooler now. It seems
obvious to me thatyou'd want to
cross stitch something thatyou like!

Ilove his charisma and personality.
He’s the most magnetic actor of our
age-andit’s his devastating good
looksaswell! Istudied his face alot-
you have to get those cheekbones
right.I never got sick of looking at his
face. My other halfdid though -every
time I opened my computer with my
sewingin hand, there he was!
Ispentaboutaweek designing
and then it took me another month
to stitch up all fifteen patterns.
I pulled a couple of overnight shifts
to completeitall.Icouldn’t face
stitching for two weeks after thatand
myarm ached!

I met him ata Sherlock convention,
justafter the book was finished.
Icouldn’t bring myselfto say, “I've
been staring atyour face for the past
month.” ButIthinkit’s quite
flattering. .. think Una Stubbs, who
also stars in Sherlock, cross stitches.
So maybe she would do a project!

I could do a complete Sherlock book!

OrTom Hiddlestone. I'm quite into
films so maybe I could do Simon
Pegg and Nick Frost.

[ get up and write a to-do list, with
things like ‘shop maintenance’, ‘cut
fabric for kits’ or ‘take photos’. I do
some designing. I have two hours of
stitchingat the end of the day.'ma
quick stitcher (I can stitch 12,000
stitches ina day). After dinnerIdo
social media- I've started adding
free patterns on Twitter and Tumblr.
The book taught me thatifIfocus
ononeareaatatime,'m more
productive. I still getazen feeling
when I'm designing and stitching.

INSPIRING PEOPLE

~ Wanttostitch Benedict?
_ It'sallaboutthe getting
' those cheekbonesright!

I've got new eight-colour beginner
packs comingout to help people get
into cross stitch, featuring simple
designs likeawindmilland heart.
For Christmas, I've got some deluxe
sets including the threads, scissors
and so on.I'm openinga new Folksy
store.] get so excited when I sell a kit
or patternand the fact there’snowa
whole book of my designs is mind
blowing! It’sa mixture of extreme
nervousness and anticipation.

BENEDICT

CUMBERSTITCH

CROSS STITCH Mr Cumberbaich in
15 GREAT PATTERNS

Colicen Carrington

CrossStitcher * 37
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DMC Anchor Madeira
Cross stitch in two strands

223 895 812
224 893 813
676 891 2208
3053 858 1510
3782 899 191
3862 358 1913
3864 376 1910
5200 001 white

Backstitch in two strands

—| 930 1035 1712

SRR}

Backstitch in one strand

—] 3052 262 1509
—] 3721 896 810

—| 3862 358 1913

French knots in one strand

. (@] 3721 896 810

Designed by: Maria Diaz Stitch count: 39 high x53 wide
Design size: 7x9.5cm (2%x3%in) Stitch time: 3.5 hours

This design was stitched on 28 count linen over two threads of the fabric.

(g ‘(ou Lhow Someohe who 1§
MoVinG house, chiteh thetr new

pddress on the Aes1gn and then
mount 14 th ¢ CONA.

Mianialy

* Zweigart 28 count Cash

ref: 3281/222. 33x35.5¢,

« Strandeqd cotton as fiste

* Size 26 tapestry needle

* Cotton fabric for lining, 33x35.5cm
* Iron-on interfacing .

* Feltfor holding Needle
* Button

el cream linen,
m (13x14in)
dinthe key

(13><14in)

S, 8x1lcm (3%x4%in)

For stockist details see page 84

ocrosering | 39



SIGNED, SEALED, DELIVERED

4

Make a... needlecase

Step 1

COMPLETE all the cross stitch, making
sure the designis in the centre of your
fabric. Make a copy of the needlecase
template, enlarging it on a photocopier
by 200%. Place this centrally on top of
your stitching, then pin. Cut, adding on
a 1cm (3&in) seam allowance outside
the outer template line.

Step 2

USING the template again, cut the
same shape from the lining fabric,
again adding on the seam
allowance. Apply iron-on interfacing
to the back of your lining.

Step 3

TURN over the outer edge on both
the fabric and the lining fabric, and
then iron on to the wrong side of the
fabric. Clip the corners so that the
fabric sits comfortably.

Step 4

WITH the right side of the lining fabric
facing up, place the felt rectangle in the
centre, then using a machine or by
hand, make a row of stitches down the
centre of the felt to attach it to the lining.

Step 5

PLACE your needlecase front and
lining wrong sides together, and then
machine stitch just in from the edge of
the fabric, sewing through both layers,
or catch stitch the lining to the
needlecase front at the outer edge.
Press carefully.

CrossStitcher
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enlarge your
template by 200%

Make a...
buttonhole loop

Step 1

THREAD your needle with all six
strands of stranded cotton and
then anchor your thread end
between the layers of fabric at the
top point of the needlecase. Bring
the thread through at the point
where you want the loop to begin.

Step 2

LOORP the thread so thatitis

big enough to slip your button
through. Use trial and error to
judge the correct loop size, but
itis important to get it right at this
stage of the stitching.

Step 3

TAKE the needle back into the fabric
where you want the buttonhole to end,
then between the fabric layers and out
through at the starting point again.
Repeat a couple more times to make a
sturdy loop.

Step 4

WITH the needlecase held in your left
hand, push the needle through the
loop from back to the front, leaving a
thread loop at the back.

Step 5

TAKE the needle over the buttonhole
loop and through the loop at the back.

Step 6

PULL the thread tightly, sliding the
stitch along until it is up against the
fabric. This is your first buttonhole
stitch. Repeat until the whole loop has
been snugly covered. Fasten your
thread between the fabric layers and
then add a button to correspond with
the loop on the opposite flap.



“ Store your needles

and pins safely in the centre
of the envelope of this

charming stitched letter ,,
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Beep, beep! Get set for the festive
season with our merry Morris Minor
bringing home this year’s tree
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Designed by: Jane Prutton

Stitch count: 96 high x106 wide

Design size: 18x19.5cm (7x7%in)

Stitch time: 57 hours

This design was stitched on 28 count

evenweave over two threads of the fabric.

DMC Anchor Madeira

Cross stitch in two strands
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THE MORRIS MINOR,
A REAL ENGLISH ICON

First revealed at the Earls Court Motor
Show, London, on 20th September 1948,
the Morris Minor was designed under the
leadership of Alec Issigonis, later
responsible for the more famous Mini. More
than 1.3 million Minors were manufactured
between 1948 and 1972, and it was the UK’s
first million seller.

Initially available as a two-door saloon and
convertible, the range was expanded to
include a four-door saloon in 1950, and the
famous wood-framed estate (the Traveller),
avan and pickup were added in 1953.

Our Traveller is a Minor 1000 from the 60s,
when British cars were in their heyday.
Production of this iconic Morris ended
before the decline of the

UK motor industry.

How to... frame a picture
Step 1 : Step2 :  Step 3

CUT a piece of white mount board PIN around the entire perimeter and i SECURE the fabric edges with masking
to fitinside your frame. Place your design check you are happy with the positioning tape and remove the pins. Position your
centrally over the mount board and pin ! ofyour design, then turn over to the i stitchingin the frame and back with a
the fabric around the board to secure, ! reverse. Use double-sided tape to i second piece of mount board. Seal the
starting at the centre of each side and ! secure the fabric excess around all ! edges with more masking tape to
working outwards. ! foursides. i finish off.
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Get the best out of
your PC and the web

Computeractive is your friendly guide
to PCs, gadgets and the web.

Our aim s to demystify the world of
technology and make its benefits
accessible to all, no matter what your
level of experience with computers.

Our tips, guides and reviews are
written in a language that everyone can
understand. Every issue has a Jargon
Buster to help you understand changes
in technology. You will find a wide
selection of workshops, free software
and the latest security updates.

L EDITION ++ SPECTAL EDITION ++ SPECTAL EDIT|

Try 3issuestor £1, visit
dennismags.co.uk/computeractive

orcall01795 412 882 =sinsr



SNUGGLE UP

Say aah... Our penguin pair are
inseparable; use the pocket in the
mummy cushion to pop baby inside!

COCOOOCOOOOCLOOLOOCOLO0000R0OL0O000000L00

_ i P 4 Designed by: Emma Congdon
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Stitch count (top): 134 high x 89 wide
Stitch count (pocket): 46 high x 83 wide
Design size (top): 24x16.5cm (9%X6%in) LY
Design size (pocket): 8.5x15cm (3%4x6in) %
Total stitch time: 41 hours .

These designs were stitched on 28 count
evenweave over two threads of the fabric.
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(18V2x13in) for mumm
34x33cm (1314x13n)

Makea...

FOLD the stitched mummy penguin
pocket in half, so that the top of the
design is right on the fold. Press.

POSITION the folded mummy
penguin pocket on top of the mummy
penguin top, so that you have a
complete penguin. Tack down both
side seams to hold the pocketin place.

PLACE the mummy penguin
cushion front with the pocket
attached on top of the cushion
back, with right sides together.

MACHINE stitch around the edge

of the cushion, with a 2cm (34in) seam
allowance, leaving a small gap for
turning. Now trim away some of the
seam allowance.

TURN the cushion to the right side, fill
with toy stuffing and then sew up the
gap with small neat stitches.

2weigart 28 count Brittney white
evenweave, ref: 32707100, 47x33cm
Y penguin top;
for mummy

penguin pocket;

21x16cm (8%;x6%in) for baby penguin
Srranded cotton as listed in the key
Size 26 tapestry needle

Backing fabric, 34x33cm (13%><13in)

for the Cushion b
ack; 21x16cm (8Vax614i
Z
for baby penguin back X6%in)
Toy Stuffing
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Sueh an Angel

Sen '
s ;insgz?sonal best wishes with our sweet little
, complete with seed bead embellishment
S

Metaial

. Zweigart32 count blue Belfas
3609/578, 12.5x17.5cm (5X7in)
n as listed onthe key

{linen,

ref:
. Stranded cotto
. Gold thread — divisible
. Pearl white seed beads
. Pale blue card with a 8x10cm (3V/axdin)

oval aperture
For stockist details see page 84




DMC Anchor Madeira
Cross stitch in two strands

(*[*] blanc 001  white
BI® 666 046 210
676 891 2208 |
754 336 305

758 868 403
778 969 808
799 136 9210
800 159 908
809 130 909
920 1004 312

921 884 31

| 922 1003 311
948 1011 306

Backstitch in one strand

| 356 338 402

[s[s]
o]0
=[]

—| 778 969 808
| 961 076 610

[~ gold divisible metallic

Seed beads
L © | white

MORE TO ENJOY...

November issue 298
Snowy tree top
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Designed by: Susan Penny Stitch count: 29 high x 42 wide
Design size: 5.5x7cm (2%4x2%in) Stitch time: 7 hours

This design was stitched on 32 count linen over two threads of the fabric.

Even though the
abric 15 blue, use
white stranded
Loddon 4o Sew on the
ceeds beads, so the
thread will not show
‘H\rougk the beads

Over the next two issues we'll
be featuring more of Susan’s
fabulous festive card designs.

December issue 299
Christmas wreath

Make an...
aperture card

Step 1

WORK all the cross stitch in two
strands of stranded cotton over
two threads of the linen, and the
backstitch and gold backstitch in
one strand.

Step 2

TRIM the stitched linen to fit your
card with the design placed
centrally behind the aperture.

Step 3

ATTACH double-sided tape to
the inside of the card around the
edge of the aperture.

Step 4

PLACE the stitching on the
table right-side up, and then
place the card on top, pressing
down firmly.

Step 5

CHECK which flap will fold over
onto the back of the stitching,
then add strips of double-sided
tape and press firmly in place.

COOOOO0




SEASONAL SETTINGS




Dress up your festive table in style! Our
cutlery design is worked in white on red
fabric for a classic Christmas look

CrossStitcher 59
OCTOBER 2015



SEASONAL SETTINGS

Our chart features
three items to mix and
match — we chose to stitch
just the fork and spoon

4

6 CrossStitcher 5"

OCTOBER 2015
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SEASONAL SETTINGS

3

Designed by: Felicity Hall
Max. stitch count: 120 high x 78 wide
Max. design size: 21.5x14cm (8!5x5'%in)
Stitch time: 10 hours

These designs were stitched on 28 count
evenweave over two threads of the fabric.

QOOOOOOOOOOOUOOOOROO0OCOOOOLOO0OOTO0CO0O00

DMC Anchor Madeira
Cross stitch in three strands

. [XIX] planc 001 white

Make an exdro set 04

geJch'méq ior eV<’ﬂ(”(0“\(

use uQ'mg o ALQW"'"%
colour Jebric for

the mats

Make a. .. placemat

Step 1

TURN over the edges of the stitched
fabric on to the wrong side, twice. Press.

Step 2

FOLD the fabric at each cornerto forma
mitre. Press, then machine stitch around
the edges of the placemat.

Step 3

USE a needle and thread to catch stitch the
mitres between the placemat points and
the machine stitching. Press.

OCTOBER 2015

o) CrossSttcher .+

GO TO :
FACEBOOK.cop,
CROSSSTITCHERMAG

WNLOAD Your
MALL SPoopN
'BONUS CHARTY

STITCHING LOCATION

The bottommost stitches of the spoon should be
positioned 7.5cm (3in) up from the bottom edge and
9.5cm (3%4in) in from the right-hand edge.

If you wish to stitch a knife and fork instead or even all
three pieces of cutlery, just take care to make sure that
your stitches line up at the bottom.

Mutanialy

* Zweigart 28 count Trento req €veneg
ref: 3453/9036, 35x51cm (14x20in) =
. S.tranded cotton as listed in the ke
* Size 26 tapestry needle :
For stockist details see page 84



. ADVERTISING PROMOTION * . °
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Gl the Gy,

Our exclusive calendar features Lili of the Valley’s cute fairy
designs, and they have plenty more crafty ideas for you...

Now you've enjoyed our exclusive calendar,
yoU'll be pleased to know that Lili of the Valley
have plenty of other crafting treats to offer. From
papercrafting products, such as the fun Art
Pads filled with card toppers for you to colour
and get creating with, to fairy stamps which
match our ‘calendar girls’ — we know you'll love
what’s available, including several pretty cross
stitch charts...

Buy the Art Pads for £6 each — each pad
contains 30 excellent quality toppers. The
rubber stamps are £4.50 each.

All Lili of the Valley designs are only
available at www.liliofthevalley.co.uk

These cute Three Wee Kings designs are available
both in an Art Pad and as cross stitch charts too!

. CrossStitcher :

) OCTOBER 2015
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LET IT SNOW \ «

Let it Snows

Shake things up with our fun festive snow jars!
Stitch them to create your first set of season’s greetings...
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Let’s get

inaped,

FRIGHT NIGHT

Boo! Ready for your best ever Halloween? Take your
pick from our spooktacular collection of chilling charts

Designed by: Diane Machin

Ty st Hco\\mg thege

Aes1ans usl gow h-
‘H\%-A@V‘L %w*wdg

Pumpkln cake toppers

« Plastic canvas pieces; one 9x7. 5cm o .
(3V2x3in); one 6.5x6.5cm (2_%x2%|n) s =)

« Two wooden skewers :

+Orange ribbon ;

Trick or treat bag }

_ ol count black aida, ref: 3706/720 two
pieces 17.5x15cm (634x6in), one forthe =¥
bag back and one for the front; !
two pieces 28x5¢cm (11x2|n) forthe handles

« Stranded cotton as hsted inthe key
« Size 26 tapestry needle i =
For stockist details see page 84

Make a... pumpkin
cake topper

Step 1

STITCH the pumpkin shape on to plastic
canvas. Carefully cut around the design
one square outside the stitching.

Step 2

SEW the wooden skewer on to the back of
the plastic stitched pumpkin, then make a
ribbon bow and attach to the skewer just
under the pumpkin.

LAYV g W R WV g

6 CrossStitcher
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STITCH your motif on a piece of
aida. Fold the two bag handles in
half lengthways. Machine stitch
down their long edges, then turn
through to the right side. Press the
handles flat, with the seam at the
centre back. Push the handle ends
up inside the fabric tube. Press.

TURN over the top twice on the
front and back bag pieces. Press,
then machine stitch both in place.
Place the two ends of one bag
handle on the top edge of the bag
front. Use a pin to hold in place.
Machine stitch the handle ends to
the bag. Repeat for the bag back.

PLACE the bag front and back
right sides together. Machine
stitch around the three sides of
the bag, leaving the top open.
Turn to the right side. Take with
you trick or treating to be filled
with sweets, or fill it yourself to
make a cute party favour.

'-(:mss
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These frighteningly fun motifs can
be usedin all sorts of ways. Try
these ideas to get you started...

Use plastic canvas to stitch

L more scary motifs and then

hang them on lengths of fishing
line for your Halloween party.

2 Make a banner using several
of the Halloween motifs and
hang it above your front door.

3 Stitch several of the Halloween
motifs together to make a
spooky sampler.

OCTOBER 2015
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DMC Anchor Madeira

D 310 403 black |
444 297 106
553 098 712
554 097 71
704 256 1308
- [2]2] 741 304 201
==l 047 330 205
- [x[x] 370 031 408
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PICOTEDGING

We’llshowyou howtoaddawoven
picotedge to this mini bunting project

ace has had a bit of a revival
recently; there are plenty of
pretty lace edgings in most
fabric shops as well as vintage
lace on specialist websites. But how
can we use it to complement our
stitching? Here we have three projects
that show off the use of lace, plus you
can learn a new stitch too! Choose
from a pretty pincushion using
vintage lace and lacy cross stitch. Try
our fun mini bunting with a woven
picot edging. Or have a go at our sweet
makeup bag with its lace ‘shelf’ and
little lace zip pull. X
RS -
|oa R e LACY MAKEUP BAG
] Give your makeup bag an elegantfinishing
touchwith cleverlace embellishments

OCTOBER 2015 75




THE SavvyStitcher

MAKE... | ACE PANELS

Cross stitch a lace-effect panel and create another using a real lace scrap
Step 1 Step 2 tep 3 Step 4

-

r L e 0 ot 3y :
WORK all the cross stitch using CHOOSE the piece oflacethat | THREAD a sharp needle with USE more thread to work blanket
the charton page 78 and two you would like to use. Cut a piece matching thread and use itto stitch where the lace has been cut
strands of stranded cotton. of backing fabric to a 7x7cm catch down any borders —these and araw edge is showing, to
Create the lace effect using square. Position the lace onthe need to be secure, especially if make sure thatthe lace doesn't
backstitch; thread your needle backing fabric, making sure that they are not going to be caughtin unravel. Make sure you catch
with one strand of stranded any torn or stained lace is not the stitching of the patchwork down any tears or broken parts of
cotton and work the outline first, prominent. Pin and trim to fitthe when you come to complete the lace. You're now ready to
then fill again with backstitch. i backing fabric. i your pincushion. i make the pincushion.

FINISHING YOUR... L ACE PANEL PINCUSHION

Create a patchwork pincushion using your lace panels
Step 1

CUT all your fabric panels to the same
size. Working ontwo patches ata
time, place two panels right sides
together and sew in place. Repeat
with the other two panels.

Step 2

PLACE your pairs of panels right sides
together, making sure that the centre
seam matches and then sew together.

Step 3

PUT your stitched piece and backing
fabric right sides together and sew,
leaving a gap for turning. Turn out,
stuff and slip stitch gap closed. Sew a
button in the pincushion centre.

. IFYOU LIKED THESE, YOU'LL LOVE...

: POCKET &PIN

'. = THE VINTAGE FABRIC MARKET
,:}\ www.pocketandpin.co.uk wwwuvintagefabricmarket.co.uk

H : Thereis awonderful selection of Visit this website for a wide variety
lace trims to be found on this of vintage fabric, haberdashery

: haberdashery site, in a variety of and antique accessories and

collectables. You're sure to discover
aninteresting piece of antique lace
here, too!

colours. Check out the traditional
and more modem lace and
crochetlaces available.

7 CrossStitcher .
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HOW TO... WEAVE LACY PICOT EDGING

Use picot edging to edge your lacy look bunting flags
Step 2

Step 1

WORK the stitched bunting using

the charton page 78, then neaten
the fabric edges. Thread your
needle with Cotton a Broder and
secure atthe back. Holding the
fabric edge away from you, bring
the thread through the fabric and
make a loop.

ADJUST the loop to the size you
would like. Insert a pin overitand
into the fabric to help keepiit firm
while you work the picot. Pass the
thread behind the top of the pin,

then slip the needle through the

loop. Tighten the stitch gently to
form the top of the picot.

Step 3

CHECK to see thatthe thread is
now on the left side of the loop.
Pass the needle under the central

thread to start the weaving of the

picot. Pull tightly to help form the

shape of the stitch. Leave itlooser

: forarounded stitch and tighter for

atriangular stitch.

MAKE... A LACE-TRIMMED MAKEUP BAG

Use a length of lace to add texture to a sweet stitched makeup bag
Step 3

Step 1

WORK all the cross stitching
using the charton page 78.
Cutyour stitched fabric to the right
size for the makeup bag you'd like
to make and then position the

lace trim where youwould likeitto :

go (inthis case under the row of
stitched vases). Pinin place.

Step 2

USE a sewing needle and length

of thread that closely matches
i the colour ofthe lace trim.

Carefully catch down the lace
using small stitches so thatthe
lace will be secure, butthe

stitches invisible. Finish neatly
i ontheback.

THE BUTTON COMPANY

buttoncompany.co.uk

We love the fantastic range of
buttons including shell, fancy
buttons and flowers, hearts and
other shapes to be found here. Visit
to pick up the perfect button tofinish
offyour patchwork pincushion.

MAKE the zip pull for the bag.
First, neaten both the raw edges
of a short piece of lace trim with
small over sewing stitches, this
need to be very secure to stop

i thelace from fraying. Position

over one end of a short length of
ribbon and over sew in place.

Step 4

TAKE the needle underthe

two outside loop threads for the

! secondrow ofthe picot; again pull
the thread to form the stitch

t shape. Continue weaving until
you reach fabric edge, secure
thread end atback and remove
pin. You can start the next picot.

i - '-_

THREAD the lace topped length

of ribbon carefully through the
hole in the zip pull, then fold the
ribbon in half and fold the

neatened lace over the ribbon

ends and over sew into place to
i finish neatly and securely. Your
i lacy zip pullis now complete.

OUR PINTEREST BOARD :
www.pinterest.com/
xstitchmagazine

Visit our Pinterest board to
find a special board dedicated :
to The Savvy Stitcher. You can
pin all these designs and find :
inspiration for more!

77
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TOOLS OF THE TRADE
NEEDLES

For basic stitching you’ll need a tapestry needle
thathas ablunttip and large eye. Use asize 24
needle for mostaidas, and a size 26 for evenweaves
and linens. Use a sharp embroidery needle for

finer details such as backstitch and French knots.

EMBROIDERY SCISSORS

Embroidery scissors are an absolute must-have for
stitchers and can be picked up for just a few pounds.
Keep yours sharp by only using them to cut threads
—thatway a decent pair should last you a lifetime.

ot

STRANDED COTTON

Embroidery thread is also commonly referred

to as stranded cotton. Each thread length is made
up of six strands of cotton twisted together. The
chartkey willindicate how many strands you’ll
need to stitch your design with.

HOOPS AND FRAMES

Though not absolutely essential, we do recommend
using an embroidery hoop or frame to keep an even
stitching tension. Just make sure it’s big enough to
fityour entire design.

= T 0 O O T T T i

Aidais anideal choice for cross stitch beginners.
14 count is the most common, althoughit’s
available in a huge variety of colours and counts.
Each cross stitch is worked over a single aida block,
making counting and keeping your place a cinch.

EVENWEAVE

Evenweave is much simpler to work with thanyou
might think. Start with a 25 or 28 count evenweave,
such as Zweigart Lugana. Once you’re confident,
try your hand atalinenversion.




THE CHART e THE KEY
: DMC Anchor Madeira
START stitching from the centre of the i ALLTHE symbols that

design and your fabric. The centre of appear on the chart
our charts are indicated by dotted lines. : 602 057 061 are listed in the key
T(? find the centre.of your fabric, fold 241 314 0202 with their
itin half and then into quarters. 5 IEE : corresponding
E 3799 236 1713 E thread codes
: A 'a] 3839 176 0906 . besidethem. The
N N7 AEEEEER ; |~|~| 3840 120 0907 key also tells you the
=[=[&[ojaw =[=[=[E[e[o[a[~[~ i different stitches
ZALE = o il Backstitch in one strand used in the design.
BB~ oon-onon: S © =l 3799 236 1713
¢ :! i Lams - butterfly antennae : COlour matCh
a 0 a : - :: AN al E EI ; IN THE key, the closest
afalsisloiala Tf'?*. nn oL i 3838 940 0905 :  column ofthread codes
Dl 4 Sl o4 all other detals i listed nextto the chart
il French knots in one strand symbols is the thread
Readlng the chart brand that’s used in the design. Similar

EACH square on the chart represents

a single cross stitch. Fractionals are half
filled squares or squares filled with two
different colours.

Start stitching... on aida

colour matches are listed alongside it.

(@] 3799 236 1713

butterfly antennae

i Step2
CUT a 40cm thread length, and thread MAKE a second diagonal stitch to THE direction of your diagonals is up to
your needle with two of the six strands. complete your first cross. Alternatively, you, just be sure all your stitches cross
Knot one end and start with a waste you can work a row of half cross in the same direction. Otherwise, your
knot (opposite). Make a diagonal half stitches first, then work back on design will look uneven. Continue
cross stitch across a single aida block. yourself to complete the stitches. working from the centre outward.

Start stitching... on evenweave
Step 1 i Step 2

INSTEAD of taking your needle MAKE a second diagonal stitch to CONTINUE working from the centre of

diagonally across a single aida block, complete your first cross stitch. Work your design outward. If you find the
take your needle diagonally across two each stitch individually or work a row of extra counting a bit daunting at first,
evenweave threads, creating a half half cross stitches, then work back on don’t give up. We promise it’'ll become

cross stitch as before. + yourselfto complete the stitches. : second nature in notime.



BACKSTITCH

Use this easy stitch to give a neat outline and add details
Step 1

WORK your backstitch using a sharp
needle, once you've finished the cross
stitch. To secure your thread, weave it
through the back of your stitches, then
bring your needle up to the surface.

WASTE KNOT

WORK your backstitch over about 1-3
chart squares at a time, making sure to
closely follow the chart. Any longer and
your stitches could end up becoming
loose and pulling out.

A simple way to get started stitching

KNOT one end of your thread and take
it down through the front of your fabric,
about 2cm from your starting point.
Then bring it back up to the front of
your fabric to make your first stitch.

LOOP KNOT

Step 2

BEGIN stitching your design, making
sure you're stitching over your starting
thread with each stitch. You can work
whole stitches or work half stitches then
come back on yourself.

This easy start to your cross stitch is brilliantly neat

Step 1

——

IF YOU’RE working in two strands, a
loop knotis the easiest and neatest
method. Cut a single length of thread,

twice as long as normal. Fold it in half
to create aloop atone end.

Step 2

TEFRes e ¥ S s Y s0 =% . upw
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' Reverse of fabric =

THREAD your needle with the two tail
ends, just as you normally would. Bring
your needle up to the front of your
fabric, leaving a small loop of thread
onthereverse.
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FOR each additional stitch, bring your

needle up 1-3 chart squares away from
your previous stitch. Then pass it back
through the fabric at the same point as
your previous stitch.

ONCE you’re happy that your starting
thread is secure, snip off the knot. To
secure your thread when you've
finished stitching, weave it through the
back of your stitches as shown here.
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Al aTv e AN LT wan
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MAKE a half cross stitch, passing your
needle through the loop on the reverse
as shown here. Pull all the way to secure
the thread. Now continue with your
stitching as normal.



o
ean] Ra s
e

N
"
L B

- a Wi ® el &

FINISH your stitch by making a half
SOLUBLE CANVAS
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SOLUBLE CANVAS

the surface. And remember, if you don’t
WASTE and soluble canvases are used

KEEP your thread as taut as possible
to prevent the knot becoming loose.
Gently pull your thread through to
tighten the knot, so that it sits neatly on
get it right away, keep practising!
symbol opposite an empty space.
when stitching on plain fabrics and felts.
Tack onto your fabric and stitch as
normal. Soluble canvas dissolves in
water. For waste canvas, soak in water
then remove each thread individually.

WASTE AND
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HALF CROSS
STITCH
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block. They’re most often used to create

your needle down, ever so slightly over
a subtle background in a design.

HOLD your thread end firmly and take
from where you came up. Slide the
twisted thread down the needle, so it
rests on the fabric’s surface, and gently
feed the needle through the fabric.
HALF cross stitches are exactly what
they sound like — half of a cross stitch.
Each diagonal stitch is worked across
two evenweave threads or one aida
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These little stitches are great for adding a bit more detail to your work
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pierce the fabric. Bring your needle up
at your starting point and wrap your
thread once or twice around the needle.
Use one strand for a small knot and two
for a slightly chunkier knot.

evenweave, there is already a hole in the
flexible beading needle. Thread with
one strand of cotton. Bring your needle
to the front of your design, thread on a
bead and make a diagonal stitch to
secure the bead. If you like, stitch
through again for added security.
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USE a sharp embroidery needle to help
TO ATTACH beads, you’'ll need a thin,

FRENCH KNOTS
FRACTIONALS
START with a qu-arter stitch, working
BEADING
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Crosstitcher

BACK ISSUES

Missed an issue? Order your back issues in print or as
digital editions today and keep on cross stitching!

L : 3

MORE IDEAS « MORE STYLE « MORE INSPIRATION

A 3 Wl § [

7 (G [ o]

Issue 293 « Summer 2015 Issue 294 . July 2015

2 WAYS TO ORDER

(Print back issues only)

?\f\ Visit the website:
Nl

http://dennis.subscribeonline.co.uk/
back-issues

Call us on:

. 0844 826 5038

*Calls will cost 7p per minute plus your telephone
company’s access charge.

Find even more back P
issues in digital format!
Search for CrossStitcher
in the App Store for
iPad and iPhone

IDEAS « STYLE » INSPIRATION

# Download on the
| | App Store

!"J)EEICOCI\: .
arade

Go to Zinio for
Android or PC/Mac
http://bit.ly/1uiBDQf




| Yourshopping

Getstarted

For stitching fabric, threads and all the basic supplies you need, try one of these top stockists...

WILLOW FABRICS
www.willowfabrics.co.uk

0800 056 781

Forevenweave, aida and all kinds
of stitching fabrics

BARNYARNS
www.barnyarns.co.uk
0176 569 0069

For Anchor, DMC and Madeira threads and

all kinds of haberdashery supplies

COTTON PATCH
www.cottonpatch.co.uk

0121702 2840

For stuffing, wadding, interfacing,
Bondaweb, scissors and all kinds of
haberdashery supplies

Your projects

You can make our projects using any materials you like, but if you need help tracking down specific

JOHN JAMES NEEDLES
www.jjneedles.com

01527830941

For all kinds of needles and needle packs

SIESTAFRAMES
www.siestaframes.com
01202813363

For stitching frames, hoops and lamps

CLOUD CRAFT
www.cloudcraft.co.uk
For 100% wool felt in lots of colours

JOSY ROSE
WWWw.josyrose.com

For buttons, beads and all kinds
of embellishments

items here are a few hints. Contact details for the suppliers are above or on the opposite page.

DEAR TOOTH FAIRY

Zweigart 28 count Brittney

navy evenweave,

ref: 3270/589: Willow Fabrics
Cotton backing fabric: Cotton Patch
Toy stuffing: Hobbycraft

TAKE YOUR PICK

Zweigart 28 count Brittney

white evenweave,

ref: 3270/100: Willow Fabrics

Cotton backing fabric: Cotton Patch
Wooden embroidery hoop: The Makery

SHADES OF AUTUMN

Zweigart 28 count Brittney beige
evenweave, ref: 3270/264: Willow Fabrics
Self-covered buttons: Seamstar

SHIP AHOY

Zweigart 28 count Brittney

white evenweave,

ref: 3270/100: Willow Fabrics

Cotton backing fabric: Cotton Patch
Wooden embroidery hoop: The Makery

SNUGGLE UP...

Zweigart 28 count Brittney
white evenweave,

ref: 3270/100: Willow Fabrics
Toy stuffing: Hobbycraft

CrossStitcher = ..
OCTOBER 2015

FOREST FRIENDS

Zweigart 28 count Brittney
white evenweave,

ref: 3270/100: Willow Fabrics
Toy stuffing: Hobbycraft
Ribbon: The Makery

CHRISTMAS CLASSIC

Zweigart 28 count Brittney
white evenweave, ref: 3270/100:
Willow Fabrics

Wooden frame: eFrame

Mount board: Fred Aldous

SIGNED, SEALED, DELIVERED
Zweigart 28 count Cashel cream linen,
ref: 3281/222: Willow Fabrics

Cotton lining fabric: Cotton Patch

Felt: Cotton Patch

Iron-on interfacing: Hobbycraft

Button: The Makery

SEASONAL SETTINGS
Zweigart 28 count Trento red eveneave,
ref: 3453/9036: Willow Fabrics

LET IT SNOW

Zweigart 28 count Brittney
white evenweave, ref: 3270/100:
Willow Fabrics

White card: Craft Creations

SEAMSTAR
www.seamstar.co.uk
01829770733

For plain and patterned fabrics
and all kinds of trims

EFRAME

www.eframe.co.uk

For picture frames for displaying
your stitching

HOBBYCRAFT
www.hobbycraft.co.uk
03300261400

For cardstock, paper, paint, glue
and general crafting supplies

SUCH AN ANGEL

Zweigart 32 count

Belfast blue linen,

ref: 3609/578: Willow Fabrics
Seed beads: Similar available
from Bijoux Beads

Pale blue aperture card:
Craft Creations

FRIGHT NIGHT

14 count black aida,

ref: 3706/720:

Willow Fabrics

14 count plastic canvas:
Willow Fabrics




Shoppingguide

Contact details for all the suppliers quoted in this issue,
plus a few of our favourite places for extra inspiration!

AMAZON
www.amazon.co.uk

ANETTE ERIKSSON
www.etsy.com/shop/anetteeriksson

BIJOUX BEADS
www.bijouxbeads.co.uk

CATHKIDSTON
www.cathkidston.com

CRAFT CREATIONS
www.craftcreations.com

DMC
www.dmccreative.co.uk

DREAMZZZzZz
www.etsy.com/shop/Dreamzzzzz

EFRAME
www.eframe.co.uk

EQS
www.eqgsuk.com

FRED ALDOUS
www.fredaldous.co.uk

FLOSS & MISCHIEF
flossandmischief.com

GONE TO EARTH
www.gonetoearth.co.uk

LIZZY AND 12ZY
www.etsy.com/shop/Lizzyandlzzy

JOHN LEWIS
www.johnlewis.com

MINI FELTS
https://folksy.com/shops/minifelts

NOT ON THE HIGH STREET
www.notonthehighstreet.com

RETRO MAMA
www.etsy.com/shop/retromama

SHOP BEYOND MEASURE
shopbeyondmeasure.co.uk

THE MAKERY
www.themakery.co.uk

THE TIN MAN

https://folksy.com/shops/TheTinMan

THREAD FOLLOWER
threadfollower.com

TIGER STORES
www.tigerstores.co.uk

SAMMY’S CRAFT SHOP
https://www.etsy.com/shop/
SammysCraftShop

SANDRHA LEE
www.etsy.com/shop/SandhralLee

SIAN ZENG
www.sianzeng.com

WOOL FELT COMPANY
www.woolfeltcompany.co.uk

Email us at crossstitcher@dennis.co.uk

- CrossStitcher

CONTACT US AT
CrossStitcher Magazine, PO Box 172, Northam, EX39 9DY

Editors Susan and Martin Penny
Commissioning Editor Jenny Dixon
Art Editor Lucille Randall
Operations Editor Lucy Evans

Editorial Assistant Nicole Penny
Charting software supplied by ILSoft
Photography Tony Atkinson at Just Focus

ADVERTISING
Advertising Sales 0207 907 6849
Senior Advertising Executive Daniel Lindsey
Advertising Director Steve Nicolaou

MARKETING AND CIRCULATION
Subscriptions Manager Sarah Aldridge
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Rachel Evans
For subscription enquiries call 0844 826 5038
or subscribe online at dennismags.co.uk/crossstitcher
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Stephen Catherall
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Group Finance Director lan Leggett
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BRAND USAGE LICENSING AND REPRINTS
CrossStitcher is available for reprint, syndication & licensing.
Contact Nicole Adams at nicole_adams@dennis.co.uk
or +44 (0)20 7907 6134

Next issue on sale 16 October 2015
Printed and bound by William Gibbons
Distributed by Seymour Distribution Ltd, 2 East Poultry Avenue,
London EC1A 9PT Call: 0207 429 4000

Follow us online!
facebook.com/CrossStitcherMag
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ONWARD RESALE This publication may not be resold or otherwise distributed,
whether at, below or above face value. Nor can this publication be advertised for
sale, transfer or distribution.

PERMISSIONS Material may not be reproduced in any form without the written
consent of the publisher. Please address such requests to John Garewal, Dennis
Publishing, 30 Cleveland Street, London WIT 4JD

LIABILITY While every care was taken preparing this magazine, the publishers
cannot be held responsible for the accuracy of the information or any consequence
arising from it. All judgments are based on equipment available to CrossStitcher at
the time of review. CrossStitcher takes no responsibility for the content of external
websites whose addresses are published in the magazine.

A DENNIS PUBLICATION CrossStitcher is published every four weeks by Dennis
Publishing Ltd, 30 Cleveland Street, London W1T 4JD. Company registered in
England. Material may not be reproduced in whole or part without the consent of
the publishers. ISSN 1461-6211

© Copyright Dennis Publishing Limited

Competition rules sy taking part in one of our Competitions, you agree to be
bound by these Competition Rules. Late or incomplete entries will be disqualified. Proof
of posting (if relevant) shall not be deemed proof of delivery. Entries must be submitted
by an individual (not via any agency or similar) and, unless otherwise stated, are limited to
one per household. The Company reserves the right in its sole discretion to substitute
any prize with cash or a prize of comparable value. Unless otherwise stated, the
Competition is open to all GB residents of 18 years and over, except employees of
Dennis Publishing Ltd and any party involved in the competition or their households. By
entering a Competition you give permission to use your name, likeness and personal
information in connection with the Competition and for promotional purposes. All entries
will become the property of the Company upon receipt and will not be returned. You
warrant that the Competition entry is entirely your own work and not copied or adapted
from any other source. If you are a winner, you may have to provide additional
information. Details of winners will be available on request within three months of the
closing date. If you are a winner, receipt by you of any prize is conditional upon you
complying with (among other things) the Competition Rules. You acknowledge and agree
that neither the Company nor any associated third parties shall have any liability to you in
connection with your use and/or possession of your prize. Competitions in issue 297 are
open 18 September — 15 October 2015.

Note to readers The charts in this magazine are protected by copyright
belonging to Dennis Publishing Ltd or its designers and contributors. Please don't re-sell,
reproduce or distribute the charts without permission from the copyright owner. Copyright
law protects creative work and unauthorised copying s illegal. However making a single
copy for the purposes of personal use is allowed

; Chart software
| L pplied by llsoft
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ONLINE

ONLINE ONLINE

APERTURE CARDS

- For Every Occasion -

+ ST. NICHAEL'S NOUNT »
COTTAGE NEEDLECRAFTS SYBILLA DAVIS DESIGNS
enquiries@cottageneediecrafts.co.uk :
7 Ashdown Close, Sticker, St Austell,
QI8 et Cornwall PL26 7EU 01726 63394

Specialising in counted crossstitch
samplers to celebrate any occasion. Forother qe_3|gnsorscenes o S.w
We are renowned for our 'NAME' England, visit our secure Web Site

.
samplers & unique Alphabet orsengg?siiosgirglrafree craft creatlons

patterns. g
www.craftcreations.com

www.facebook.com/SybillaDavisDesigns
www.cottageneed/ecrafts.co.uk www.sybilladavisdesigns.co.uk

ONLINE

sales@stitcher.co.uk
01671464 7310
Keepmg A smchlng The webs largest collection
of cross stitch kits, charts
and needlecraft, with thousands of
itermns ready to dispatch today.

Outstanding customer service
with help and support
with your orders and queries.

Summer catalogue
now available on request.

www.stitcher.co.uk

MAILORDER

MR.J.WOOD

6 Hopney Cottages,
Nr. Wick, Pershore,
Worcestershire, WR10 3JT

Strand ed Please send orders
with cheques or POs

Cottons i

60p p&p made payable
to Mr JWood.

8M Skeins

Recycle your magazine and seven days later
it could come back as your newspaper.

C¥recydle
on Iy 6 0 p €d Ch Enquities: www.recyclenow.com The possibilities are endless.

Jjwooddmec@mail.com

Mail order only

To promote your business in CrossStitcher please contact the ads team on 020 7907 6662
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Subscribe to CrossStitcher and start
making GREAT SAVINGS TODAY!

RECEIVE 13 issues a year | NEVER miss an issue!
DELIVERY direct to your door at no extra charge

Price for 6 issues: £28.69 for Europe, £34.09 for the Rest of the World
Price for 13 issues (1 year): £64.99 for Europe, £78.49 for the Rest of the World

\/ISIt dennlsmags CO. uk/crossstltcher
Quote offer code P1510PO




MARKET PLACE

Welcome to the CrossStitcher reader ads page.
Here you can post pleas for help, find a home for
your spare stash, or track down pen pals and
clubs in your area — all absolutely free!

8

/,Cberalely

SEC.

Hi, My name is Bex,and I enjoy
stitching the Anchor Tatty Teddy,
and Forever Friends kits. [wish to
eventually stitch and frame them
all, soI'mlooking for someone

Getin ouch

. Myname is Robbi,'m a 53-year-old
- married breast cancer survivor.

- Iwork from home, have a houseful
. of petsand would love to

. correspond with ladies from

- anywhere.I cross stitch, crochet,

. read and love to watch movies.

MAD FOR MOD
PAGE 18 ISSUE 296 SEPTEMBER.

Thank you to the readers who spotted
an error in the key for our Vespa
scooter — on the tyres the vertical bow
symbol for colourway DMC 844 should
be a solid horizontal bow. So if you are
a fan of the swinging sixties, the correct
key is printed below, which will allow
you to start stitching this very British
design without delay.

whoalsolovesstitchingthemto @ Robbi Hess,
swap charts. Thanks! 444 0akOrchard Estates,
Rebecca Kimber : Albion, DMC Anchor  Madeira

Email: beckykimber@yahoo.com

Hello,my name is Adelaide.Iam
looking forissue no.247 thathas
the charts for the Christmas tags
init.Ifany one iswilling to let me
have thatissue or the chartI need,
Iamwilling to payall costs.

NY14411,USA
:  Email: robbi.editor@gmail.com

. Hilwouldlove to have a cross-
- stitch penpal. My name s Julie
. Waterhouse and I love cross stitch
- and other craftswhen I get time to
. dothem.Ihave three sons so they

Cross stitch in four strands

168 274 1709 (2)
169 849 1710
[E=El 350 on 213 2
- 351 010 214 (2)
375 2104

Adelaide Bunker, . takeupalotofmy time.lhave i

86 Deepfield Road, : madea few cross stitched presents : - 645 273 181

Bracknell, . andalsoa few for myself.1live in ‘ 646 8581 1812
Berkshire, © Warwickshire. Thanks, Julie. :

RG12 2NX : Jules Waterhouse, : olol712 926 2101

Email: abunker@btinternet.com

Upforgrabs!

I have various cross stitch pattern

:  Email:julesmw@btinternet.com

- Iwouldlove to have a penpal.I've
. been cross stitching nearly my

- wholelife! I also knit, crochetand
- sew.Ilook forward to meeting

C[x[x] 739 366 2014

[ol0l 762 234 1804
S [~[~] 775 1031 1001

813 140 1013
817 013 21

bookletsand duetoahousemove : fellow crafters!
theyhavetogo! I'vehadthemfor ~ : AmeliaFrost, 824 143 1010
agessolonlywantthecostofthe  : 1142810th Ave CtE, 826 161 1012

postage. Please email me foralist
and pictures.

Nichola Weatherspoon

Email: njweath@gmail.com

EMAIL YOUR ADS to us at crossstitcher@dennis.co.uk

If you're not online, drop us a note with your ad details and contact information to

. #E304,Tacoma,

¢ WA98445, USA.

. Email: owner.sewnerdy@gmail.
: com

CrossStitcher magazine, PO Box 172, Northam, Devon EX39 9DY

We regret that we're unable to print requests from readers who are under 16 years old

CrossStitcher

OCTOBER 2015

B X % B . 5

844 1041 1810(2)
869 944 2105
3756 1037 2504

3828 373 2104
- [o]o] 3865 926
Backstitch in two strands

=—l1e8 27 1709

1402 (2)

mirror and aerial stems

=l 8aa 104 1810

all other details
(2) indicates more than one skein required



SUBSCRIBE TODAY AND

SAVE 35%
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INSPIRATION

Start making savings
today with these special
subscription deals!

Receive 13 issues a year
Never miss an issue!

Delivery direct to your
door at no extra charge | Add a stylish spiasn

P1510P

P1510B

Overseas readers see page 87
Calls will cost 7p per minute plus your telephone company's access charge.
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JUST FOR FUN

Prize crossword

Across Down
1 Long lock of hair (5) 1 Removes from power (7)
4 Set of colours on a board (7) 2 Land of the Pharaohs (5)

8 Thread from a strand 3 Northern France WWI battle (5)

of floss (3) 4 Electricity tower (5)

5

6

7

9 Significant stage in life (9) Intense beam of light (5)

10 Metric unit of capacity (5) Duo (7)
12 Anxious (7) ‘Double-your-money’
15 Leather seat on a horse (6) betting odds (5)
17 Iron-on ------- , 11 Danger colour (3)
backing material (6) 13 Jealousy (4)
20 Hereditary rulers from 14 Threads interlace through
one family (7) the warp (4)
23 Grown-up (5) 16 Hangs or swings loosely (7)
25 Perform several jobs 18 Young man (3)
at once (9) 19 Died out (7)
26 Swindle (3) 20 Shaped with a rounded roof (5)
27 Pudding (7) 21 Paris river (5)

28 Force (someone) to leave (5) 22 Brewing ingredient (5)
23 Joint connecting the foot
with the leg (5)
24 Father’s brother (5)

. . . ’ L] ] ,
Wlnnlng word clue: It’s blg’ it’s orange USING logic and a process of elimination, fill the blank

and tastes great in a pie? (7) boxes with numbers so that each row, column and 3x3
- - box contains the digits 1to 9 only once.

ow ro enter I V1! I G ML

COMPLETE the crossword and rearrange the : ; 1 2 9 7
letters in the shaded boxes to make up a winning : .

word. Write your winning word and Crossword 297 on the . :

back of a postcard or stuck-down envelope, adding your : . 7 4 3 9

name and address, and post it to: CrossStitcher, = ‘

PO Box 172, Northam, EX39 9DY . . 5 2 1
Competition open 18 September . .
- 15 October 2015 i

For full terms and conditions, see page 85.

YOUR PRIZE Five winners will receive goodies from Madeira
worth approximately £30. For stockist details, contact EQS
on 0116 271 0033 or visit www.eqsuk.com

OCTOBER 2015
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In your November

CrossStitcher

Festive makes and fabulous gift ideas!

YOUR FREE GIFTY

Fun festive brooch kit, complete with mini
hoop — choose from four designs!

_______
------------
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ISSUE298

Inside this month
% Whip up a White Christmas
with our snow globe picture

% So cool! Miniice skate
hanging decorations

% Yummy hot choc treats to
give your home a cosy touch

¥ Stitch a stylish present sack,
ready for Christmas Eve!

Contents subject to change. Overseas gifts may vary.
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BRIGHT NEW
PROJECTS

AUTUMN
INSPIRATION &
GIFTS GALORE

PERFECT PROJECTS _,

FOREVERY

STITCHER!

Clnszde... | ; | I

Packed with new ideas and designs for you
st stitehit!

PLUS Expert know-how! Three ideas for
adding a luxury lacy look to your work
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Exclusive to CressStitcher



“WELCOME TO CrossStitcher’s
exclusive calendar for2016.
We're delighted tobe
featuringa whole year of
fabulous fairy designs from
Lili of the Valley! Witha
different fairy forevery
month, these cute designs
will see you through every
stitching occasion, from
Valentine’s to Easter and from Halloween to Christmas
-you’ll never be short of a quick-stitch idea again.
Mountas cards, stitch on cushions or simply hang as
picturesaswe've done-the choice is yours. We love that
thisbumper chart collection also doubles asa handy
calendar-we'vealready earmarked a spotin the
kitchen where ours will hang-ready tojotdown
importantdatesin the comingyear.”

Happy stitching!

Do

SUSAN & MARTIN PENNY
EDITORS

Your stitched piece will fit
intoa15cm hoop.

Maximum stitch count:

61highx58 wide
Maximum design size:
11.5x11cm ength of
Nowyoucanenion . H220NOfyourchoi
Average stitch time: nenioyabitottairy magicy

12 hours each




MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

4 & 6 7 & 9 10
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18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

wow.lilisfthevalley.co.uk




©Liliof theIValley
DMC Anchor
|
—I] 8aa 104
French knots in one strand
(@] 844 1041

3865 002

DMC Anchor
[~[~] 951 1010
3756 1037
3770 1009
(*[*] 5200 001

DMC Anchor
159
x[x] 677 886
I[I] 746 275
762 234
w[%] 313 161
827 160
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DMC

Anchor

Cross stitch in two strands

[2]2] 151

762

818

[~[~] 951

3033
[®[®] 3350
[3[3]

3354

023
234

DMC

3731

3733
3770
3782
3790
5200

Anchor

076
075
1009
899
404
001

r P -
Cnﬁlu],m@ Lili of theIValley [ ‘-!

DMC Anchor ]

Cross stitch in two strands Backstitch in one strand |

—| 8aa  10m .
' ® | 8aa 1041 :
2,
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DMC Anchor

Backstitch in one strand

—| 844

Anchor

DMC
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‘@Q EXCLUSIVE
'v«='| READER OFFER!

Our friends at Lili of the Valley have put together some exclusive,
luxury materials packs for each fairy, to get your stitching off toa
flying start. Each pack costs just £4 and this includes a pre-sorted
thread card with DMC threads, 14 count white Zweigartaida,a gold-
plated needle and a picture of the finished design. PLUS: You can
buyall 12 packs together for the special price of £40, saving you £8!

AllLili of the Valley designs are only available at wwwililiofthevalley.
co.uk.To order your packs, simply visit the website; if you orderall 12
packs your saving will be automatically deducted from your order.
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